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President’s Letter 
Autumn is the time of year when we gather our bounty and 
prepare for the coming winter— with batches of aromatic soups 
simmering as we pass cold afternoons by a warm fire. Thinking 
of these cozy, cooler days brings to mind the joy of a good book. 
I thought it would be fun to compile a suggested reading list 
from our members. Here are some selections to enjoy while 
curled up in your favorite spot: 

Barons of the Sea and Their Race to Build the World’s Fastest 
Clipper Ship by Stephen Ujifusa. Ship owners, builders, captains, and 
crews all vied to be the fastest in trading opium, tea, and gold. At the 
end of the book, you’ll find connections to FDR and our own Dan 
Sortwell of Wiscasset, ME. “Fantastic read!” — Ed Kavanagh 

Here First by Jody Bachelder. “The European activity in mid-coast 
Maine during the 17th century was much greater than I realized.” — Dave 
Probert 

Our Own Snug Fireside by Jane Nylander. “Jane carefully chronicles 
early everyday human life with warmth and humor.” — Robin Grant 

Red House by Sarah Messer. “I really loved this book, which is the story 
of a family told through their house.” — James Tanzer 

Covered with Night: A Story of Murder and Indigenous Justice in 
Early America by Nicole Eustace. “It was eye-opening to learn about 
justice from the early indigenous perspective.” — Aimee Keithan 

Fall is also the time to make decisions regarding our financial 
well-being. By becoming a member and/or supporter of LCHA, 
you are actively participating in the legacy of storytelling in 
midcoast Maine. I hope you will consider a donation to LCHA, 
which can be earmarked for our general fund, endowment fund, or 
the newly established stock investment portfolio. 

Thank you all for making LCHA's 2024 a great year. Your time 
and efforts have enriched our communities. Let’s do it again in 
2025! 

Robin Grant, President, LCHA Board of Trustees  
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Fall is a time for 
giving.  

Please help LCHA 
continue to preserve 

Lincoln County history 
and make our past even 

more accessible for 
future generations. 

A donation envelope is 
enclosed to make it easy 

to give now.
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Message from our Executive Director 

by Shannon Gilmore 

I love the way LCHA does “small nonprofit.” While 
some nonprofits of our size and mission might seem 
constricted in efforts, reach, and personnel, LCHA 
feels expansive, inclusive, creative, enthusiastic, 
and far-reaching. Yes, we have limitations, but they 
do not define us. Instead, we are defined by the 
hundreds of supportive community members, 
generous volunteers, and curious minds who make 
up Lincoln County Historical Association.  

This means that LCHA is able to impact the 
community in a way that is much bigger than our 
budget and staff size might suggest. Many of the 
contributors to our success are quietly helping 
behind the scenes in big ways.  

For example, longtime member and supporter 
Sherri Dunbar has graciously taken on the 
responsibility of covering our office rental costs, a 
contribution that significantly enhances our 
capacity to serve the community, and provides us 
with a beautiful and conveniently located office 
space from which to headquarter our work. Sherri’s 
in-kind giving through this arrangement allows us 
to allocate more resources toward our mission, 
helping us stretch our budget further. 

We are deeply grateful to Sherri for her generosity 
and kindness that not only provides us with a place 
to work but also allows us to impact the community 
more effectively. We are truly fortunate to have 
Sherri as part of our LCHA family! 

Thank you, Sherri, and thank you to all of the other 
individuals who are making a difference. We 
appreciate you. 

Lincoln County Women and the Civil 
War  

by Savannah Clark 

In the midst of the Civil War, Ellen Clark of Alna, 
Maine, found in herself in dire financial straits. 
Both her son and stepson had been killed in the war 
and her husband was still away fighting, leaving her 
alone to provide for herself and thirteen-year-old 
son at a time when women had few economic 
opportunities.  

Clark tried to get state aid, a weekly sum of money 
provided by the government to aid soldiers’ families. 
Though this aid was paid for by the state, local 
town governments were responsible for dispersing it 
and some were quite disinclined to do so. When 
Clark asked Alna’s first selectman for aid, “he 
talked to me in such an unbecoming manner, 
telling me that soldiers all enlisted for money &c., 
that before I would apply to him again, I would 
starve.”  

Without this aid and in the absence of her male 
breadwinners, Clark wrote to Maine’s adjutant 
general, John Hodsdon, for help. It was unusual for 
women to write to strangers, let alone one of the 
highest political officials in the state, but Clark felt 
she had little other choice as she had no money to 
feed herself and son. As she described to Hodsdon, 
she felt so overwhelmed “with grief & anxiety I am 
almost incompetent to take charge of my affairs, 
without racking my brain to plan what I shall get to 
eat tomorrow or how to get along without spending 
my real estate.” If Hodsdon could not help her get 
state aid, she would be forced to sell her home and 
property to afford food.  
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Sherri Dunbar, a valued LCHA supporter was the high 
bidder on a fabulous cake at this year’s Preservation Party. 
Photo by Bob Bond.
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Ellen Clark’s situation was not unique; many other 
Lincoln County women struggled to provide for 
their families in the absence of their soldier 
relatives. For instance, Mrs. Alexis Flagg, also of 
Alna, detailed how she “called on the selectmen of 
this town Alna of which I am a resident for aid but 
have not got anything. I have had to get trusted for 
firewood and depend on charity for some. It has 
been a number of weeks since I first called for the 
aid, they put me off and still want I should wait. I 
have not got money to buy with.” She had two 
children under fourteen and no way to provide for 
them, pushing her to write to the adjutant general 
to request relief.  

Flagg and Clark were both clearly aware of the state 
aid law and because of their economic 
circumstances were pushed to form a relationship 
with government officials to defend their political 
rights. Though women were supposed to be 
apolitical, Flagg, Clark, and other Lincoln County 
women would not allow local officials to deprive 
them of the financial aid they were “entitled” to. 
These women believed that the government had an 
obligation to provide for soldiers’ families. Eliza 
Hackett of Jefferson clearly agreed that the 
government had made a commitment to soldiers’ 
families, describing how her husband had joined 
“with the expectation that [his family] should be 
cared for by the authorities” in her town. She had 
three sick children and emphasized in a letter to 
Maine’s governor that her status as the wife of a 
loyal soldier had earned her the right to financial 
aid.  

The letters that Lincoln County women like Eliza 
Hackett and Ellen Clark wrote were not ignored by 
the adjutant general and governor, but in fact 
prompted the government to act. Hodsdon sent out 
a general letter to town officials when he learned so 
many of them were denying women aid. He 
emphasized that the state aid legislation did not 
intend “that a family dependent for support upon a 
husband, father or son absent in the army, should 
be reduced to a condition of pauperism by the sale 
of homestead or every personal effect, before the 
lawful aid should be extended.”  Hodsdon’s 
instructions to town officials indicate that the 
letters these women sent him and the governor 
were powerful, giving voice to women’s struggles to 
support themselves during the war and providing 
them a space to demand the government remedy 
their situation and acknowledge their political 
rights. 

Savannah Clark is a PhD candidate at the University of 
Maine Her research focuses on the experiences of 
Northern New England women during the Civil War. 

Connecting with Woolwich Historical 
Society 

by Perry Palmer 

LCHA welcomed the Woolwich Historical Society 
to the Old Jail in reciprocation of a visit that we 
made to their rural 1900s house museum. 
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Linda Pope, Christopher Hart, and Carol Watts 
have fun at the Woolwich House Museum.

In desperation, Ellen Clark of Alna wrote to Maine’s 
Adjutant General, asking for help when her husband 
was away fighting during the Civil War.
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As a member of the LCHA collections committee, I 
was gratified to hear their positive comments about 
our interpretation of the rooms as the Jailer's family 
home circa 1900.  

The group was impressed by the tool room, 
particularly its labeling, as they are about to try and 
mount a similar exhibit. We led them all the way up 
to the third floor of the Jail with its racks of artifacts 
and textile room, explaining how the collection was 
seriously winnowed down in recent years, and that 
all the remaining items can be found and cross-
referenced in CatalogIt. 

They were amazed by the severity of the jail cells 
with their minimal furnishings and graffiti that 
records some of the personalities held within. We 
finished the visit with cider and donuts and lots of 
good conversation. I think that a nice connection 
has been made with this small local society - and 
hope that it will be a precursor to more. 

Stewardship Committee News 

Pownalborough Court House hosts a wide 
variety of guests
by Dave Probert 

We had some heartwarming events at 
Pownalborough Court House this season. Our 
annual Memorial Day event at the PCH Cemetery 
once again recognized those who served our 
country in the Revolutionary War, the War of 
1812, and the Civil War. 

We held the annual Dresden Summerfest in July, 
hosted the Preservation Party in September, and 
introduced a new crop of kids the process of 
transforming apples into cider in late September. 
We also hosted a wedding in September, which was 
an exciting time with warm and friendly people. 

All of these events were made even more special by 
the freshly painted courthouse in the background. 
Other improvements this year include the 
installation of a new well pump, replacement of 
storm damaged shingles and the addition of outdoor 
lighting for evening events. Our recently restored 
landscape painting by Henry C. Pratt brightens the 
interior. 

Trails usage is steady at about 300 people per-
month. Light maintenance for the trails is an 
ongoing project with the new growth that needs to 
be cut back and storm damage. 
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Judith Sutter chats with members of the 
Woolwich Historical Society at the Old Jail.

Memorial Day is a time to recognize fallen soldiers buried 
at the Pownalborough Court House cemetery

New Docents Welcome at All Sites

Training and Support Available

Contact Shannon Gilmore at 

lchamaine1954@gmail.com
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We have a dedicated stewardship group that helps 
with tours, housecleaning and preparations for 
opening and closing this beautiful historic building. 

Connecting with our community                    
at the Old Jail
by Christine Hopf-Lovette 

As a docent at the Old Jail, I often hear visitors 
exclaim that they have driven by the place for many 
years and are excited to finally come inside. Our 
stewardship committee decided to reach out to the 
community with an event for all ages on an evening 
in early August. 

We called it Jailhouse Rock, and we invited a rock 
band, the Leopard Girls, to make the music. With 
the help of Partners in Education (PIE), we 
provided food for sale at reasonable prices. There 
were games for kids, a raffle of donated prizes — 
and lots of rock and roll music. We put up tents in 
case of rain and provided 50 folding chairs, thanks 
to the Wiscasset Community Center. 

We offered brief visits to the cells — just a hint of 
what could be seen on the full tour. The line 

outside the inmates’ entrance to the first floor cell 
block was quite long, but our wonderful docents 
moved everyone through with good natured 
efficiency. We all had fun, and we hope to do it 
again. 

Later in the month, we hosted campers from the 
Wiscasset Community Center Summer Program. 
The group was huge, and there were some 
organizational issues on the part of the camp 
counselors that caused confusion, but we met these 
challenges and learned from the experience. 

Home-school groups have more flexibility than 
public schools to make field trips, and they have 
been contacting us. We hosted two tours in June, 
and on one day in September we met with a group 
of 29 kids, age 4-15 plus 10 parents. The kids were 
focused and curious. We like that! 

In August Shannon asked if we could use some help 
from a group of Bowdoin students who were 
learning about the local community through service 
projects. The answer was an easy one. Help us clean 
house! Nine incoming freshmen spent an afternoon 
in late August dusting and sweeping — and 
learning about our intriguing historic site.  

Our committee is particularly thankful for the work 
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Jailhouse Rock offered a good time for all ages. 
Photo by Bob Bond. 

Families look forward to the annual cider 
pressing event at the Court House 
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that the Collections Committee put into the 
updating of the decor in the Jailer’s House prior to 
opening for the season. They scoured the attic for 
furnishings that reflect the late Victorian period 
during which John Dow and his family lived in the 
home, and the results are outstanding.  

2024 has been a busy year during which our 
stewardship committee has  created new 
connections with the community and discovered 
new ways to share this very special property.  

Connecting with the past                                
at Chapman-Hall House
by Bruce Campbell 

In September 2022 an archaeology dig was 
conducted on the grounds of the Chapman-Hall 
House Museum with a goal of discovering historic 
materials used by the residents of the house and 
demonstrating how archaeology interprets the past. 
The dig was planned, conducted, and interpreted by 
Timothy S. Dinsmore, an historical archaeologist 
and owner of Midcoast Archaeology in Walpole. A 
recording of Mr. Dinsmore’s presentation describing 
the research and results is available on the LCHA 
website. 

Over 7000 artifacts were recovered, including nails, 
hardware, window glass, brick, ceramics, glassware, 
bone, shellfish, coal, clay tobacco pipes and coinage. 
These have been described and interpreted in a 
227-page report with 131 figures and 7 tables 
authored by Mr. Dinsmore, from which this article 
has been extracted. The ceramics are representative 
of a late 18th and 19th century historic site with 
pearlwares and whitewares dominating the 
assemblage.   

Among the ceramics are 34 shards of black-basalt 
stoneware which appear to be part of a single bowl 
dating from 1813 that commemorate Lord 
Wellington’s military campaigns, although the date 
is absent from the shards found.    

The artifacts will be retained by LCHA and a few of 
them will be displayed on site, as they are 

historically significant and help detail the living 
standards of the Chapman family and the home’s 
later occupants.. 

The dig was made possible by the efforts of LCHA 
staff, the Chapman Hall House Museum 
stewardship committee, and community volunteers. 
It would have been impossible without the generous 
financial contributions of many donors. 

Making Connections with Local 
History 

by Louise Miller, Education Director 

My year of fostering connections between students 
and our local history began with research, 
networking within our local communities, and 
planning for programs and events.  

One of the first connections was initiated early in 
the year by a request from Brightfield School in 
Bath to observe the work of a blacksmith. This 
resulted in a field trip in which nine students visited 
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The design on an 1813 black-basalt teapot is nearly 
identical to the shards from a bowl commemorating 
Wellington from the Seaway China Company. 

￼
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Jeff Miller’s Waldoboro blacksmith shop. 

By April, the schedule for 17th Century Lincoln 
County, a partnership program with Colonial 
Pemaquid State Historic Site, had gone out to 
private, public and homeschools. All three LHCA 
historic sites enjoyed field trips from local schools. 
In addition, our annual Summer with the Past 
programing was available for three weeks. 

In-school programs this fall brought education staff 
into two schools for a total of four presentations. So 
far this year, the Education Department has 
connected with 492 grade school through high 
school students and their educators. 

In August and again in October, I made 
presentations on historical topics to adults at the 
Newcastle retirement community, Lincoln Home. I 
am happy to offer these presentations to the 
community. 

LCHA’s education program has received two 
financial grants this year. The Maine Humanities 
Council Mini Grant program awarded $2000 to 
assist with the Summer with the Past programming 
and the Margaret E. Burnham Charitable Trust 
awarded us $2500 to develop a new program on 
local Native American History which we are 
addressing through a focus on the impact of the fur 
trade on midcoast Maine.  

Preservation Party does it again! 

by Christine Hopf-Lovette 

A friend of mine once said to me after we had 
known each other for nine or ten years, “Christine, 
we have a history!” Well, it’s getting to that time 
when LCHA can say the same about Preservation 
Party (including its former name, Kermess). We 
have history of putting on a good party that raises 
an important part of funding for the organization’s 
administrative costs. 

This year’s event, held on September 10, brought in 
$38,000 — a far cry from the early years when we 
were thrilled with a total of $15,000. The planning 
committee once again found the sponsors, the 
auctioneer, the auction and raffle donors, the 
bakers of cakes, the musicians and the caterer. 
They made sure we were prepared for rain, set the 
tables, and streamlined the entry and exit 
procedures. Best of all, however, was the 
enthusiastic participation of everyone who 
purchased dinners and 
joined us under the 
tent on a spectacular 
Sunday afternoon. 
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Auctioneer Kaja Veilleux 
ups the bids with skill and 
humor. Photo by  Bob Bond 

Jeff Miller 
demonstrates the 
art and skill of the 
Colonial 
blacksmith to 
young students.

Our scenic properties are available for special 

events. For details, contact Shannon at 

lchamaine1954@gmail.com.

Dan Watts bids high and wins the cake. His table mates are thrilled. 
Photo by Bob Bond
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Lincoln County Historical Association
Executive Director Shannon Gilmore          
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Board of Trustees: 

President Robin Grant 
Vice President Jamey Tanzer 
Secretary Michael Chaney 
Treasurer Bill Brewer 
Bruce Campbell                                                    
Michael Chaney                                                                                                                                                           
Tina Guy                                                                        
Aimee Keith                                                                                              
George Keyes                                                             
Scot McFarlane                                                                                                                 
Perry Palmer                                                           
Dave Probert                                                                 
Scott Silverman                                                        
Faye Snyder                                                             
Rick Snyder                                                            
Luke Suttmeier                                                        
Kori Tanzer                                                                

Newsletter Editor - Christine Hopf-Lovette 

Sponsor Spotlight 
J. Edward Knight Insurance: A Pillar of Boothbay 
Harbor and Lincoln County

Company History and Community Connection
J. Edward Knight Insurance has been a fixture in 
Boothbay Harbor for generations, providing reliable 
insurance solutions to local residents and businesses 
since 1898. Our deep-rooted connection to the 
community is evident in our commitment to supporting 
local initiatives and preserving its rich history. In 
addition to our Boothbay Harbor office, we also have a 
presence in Lincoln County with offices in New Harbor 
and Wiscasset. 

Services Offered
We offer a comprehensive range of insurance 
products tailored to meet the diverse needs of our 
clients. Our services include:
• Personal Insurance: Auto, home, renters, travel, 

seasonal properties, pet insurance and more!
• Commercial Insurance: Business property, general 

liability, workers' compensation, professional liability 
insurance, and more, including a strong knowledge 
of Marine Businesses. 
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